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Swanton Morley Neighbourhood Plan 

A Timeline 

November 2019 

Referendum is scheduled for 14th November 2019. More details can be found 
at https://www.breckland.gov.uk/swanton-morley-referendum 

September 2019 

The 2nd Examination is complete and a copy of the Independent Examiner’s report can be 
requested from Swanton Morley Parish Council. 

November 2018 

The changes required to Breckland Council's Housing Allocations policy which would facilitate 
the allocations policy of the neighbourhood plan were put to Breckland Council's Overview 
and Scrutiny commission on 8th November.  This committee has asked for the officer in 
charge to look at some extra work for the project.  The minutes of this meeting can be 
found at https://www.swantonmorleypc.info/neighbourhoodplan 

August 2018 

A Housing Needs Survey has been completed to provide further evidence of the need for 
affordable housing in the village.  A 28% response rate was achieved.  

The results of the survey can be requested from Swanton Morley Parish Council.   Please note 
that whilst the Parish Council owns the survey, it is not responsible for comments made 
anonymously by individuals.   

January 2018 - July 2018 

Representatives from Swanton Morley Parish Council have been in discussions with senior 
officers from Breckland Council to progress the Neighbourhood Plan in line with the 
objectives of the village.  This has involved amending some of the Neighbourhood Plan 
proposed policies, one of Breckland Councils Housing policies, and Breckland Council taking a 
different view from the examiner. This has delayed the Neighbourhood Plan, but it has been 
a worthwhile exercise to ensure that the plan is befitting of the people of Swanton Morley, 
and not a plan where a developer can find loopholes.   The Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group agreed the new policies on 25th July.   

October 2017 

The examination of the Neighbourhood Plan is underway.  A letter from the independent 
examiner detailing the examination process can be requested from Swanton Morley Parish 
Council. 
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12th October: The examiner has asked further questions of the Parish Council. A copy of this 
request can be obtained from Swanton Morley Parish Council. 

20th October - For the Parish Council's response to the Examiner's questions, please contact 
Swanton Morley Parish Council. 

The examiners 'fact check' report is due on 24th November. 

September 2017 

The Regulation 16 consultation has concluded.  Mr Patrick Whitehead, the Independent 
Examiner will commence his examination on 25th September.   

July 2017 

Breckland Council has agreed that the Swanton Morley Neighbourhood Plan meets with the 
Neighbourhood Planning Basic Conditions and has launched the next round of public 
consultations.  This commences on Friday 21st July and runs for a period of six weeks, finishing 
at 5pm on Friday 1st September.  

The documents being consulted on are: 

The Swanton Morley Neighbourhood Plan 

The Basic Conditions Statement 

The Consultation Statement 

The Sustainability Appraisal (Consisting of the Sustainability Appraisal 
Final Report and the Non-Technical Summary 

The Habitat Regulations Assessment (Consisting of the Screening 
Report and the Screening Opinion) 

A copy of any or all of theses documents can be requested from Swanton Morley Parish 
Council. 

June 2017 

Subsequent to the parish council approving the Neighbourhood Plan it, and all supporting 
documents, have been submitted to Breckland Council.  Breckland council will ensure that the 
plan complies with all basic conditions and then submit the plan for a further period of 
public consultation (six weeks).  As soon as Breckland Council has agreed the public 
consultation, we will publicise all details on our website.  
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April 2017 

The Steering Group met on 13th and 24th April to discuss the responses from the pre-
submission consultation.  As a result of feedback from Norfolk County Council and Anglian 
Water, policies were amended and strengthened to ensure the best quality of future 
development in the village.  Considerable feedback had been received from Breckland Council 
which had requested that several policies be deleted.  A meeting was held with Breckland 
Council's Neighbourhood Planning Officer to further discuss this feedback on 10th 
April.  Clarification was sought on why Breckland Council wanted these policies removed, 
however there was no evidence given of 'planning' reasons.  For this reason, we are confident 
that the Neighbourhood Plan will pass all of the basic planning conditions which it must 
adhere to, when it is reviewed by an Independent Planning Inspector. 

The amended plan will be put before the Parish Council for agreement on 8th May.  Once it 
is agreed by the Parish Council, then it will be submitted to Breckland Council, which will then 
arrange for a further 6-week public consultation.  

March 2017 

We are pleased to advise that there were 49 responses to the Neighbourhood Plan Pre-
submission consultation, both from corporate bodies and from individual parishioners.  A 
Steering Group meeting was held on 20th March to discuss the responses and whether there 
should be any changes to the Neighbourhood Plan as a result of the comments made.  Due to 
the high response rate, another Steering Group meeting has been called for 13th April. 

A further meeting has been called for the 24th April to finalise the Neighbourhood Plan with 
the intention of presenting it to the Parish Council for agreement on 8th May.    

January 2017 

The six-week pre-submission consultation will begin on 12th January 2017 and finish on 24th 
February 2017.  There will be a community event held on Saturday 14th January at Swanton 
Morley Village Hall where parishioners are welcome to drop in between 10am and 1pm to 
view the Neighbourhood Plan document, ask questions about the policies and provide 
feedback on the document.  We encourage as many people as possible to attend.  Feedback 
will be taken until the close of the consultation.  

Documents to be consulted: 

Neighbourhood Plan (Pre-Submission Version) 

Sustainability Appraisal (Pre-Submission Version) 
     Feedback Form 
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December 2016 

The Steering Group has agreed the final Neighbourhood Plan document. Their recommended 
amendments will be made over the Christmas period in anticipation of the pre-submission 
public consultation which will commence in January. A further grant of £1,000 has been 
received for the project.   

October and November 2016 

The Steering Group has met on 4 occasions during these months to finalise the policies of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Much though has gone into the growth of the village and the location 
of this growth, and also the infrastructure required to facilitate it.  The Steering Group has 
also worked hard to draft policies to protect various parts of the village and look to 
promote enhancement of footpaths around the village.  The draft document is to be agreed 
in December, first by the Steering Group and then by the Parish Council.  Once agreed, it is 
hoped to go to public consultation in January.  We hope that as many parishioners as possible 
will take part in the consultation. An event will be held at Swanton Morley Village Hall so 
people can find out more about the plan.  

September 2016 

The Steering Group met on 19th September to fine tune the policies agreed for inclusion into 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  As there is a significant amount of work required to do this, further 
meetings in October were agreed. Breckland Council has launched its Preferred Directions 
consultation, where it has recommended that there be another 85 dwellings for the village, 
and these should be built as an extension to the current Rectory Road 
development.  They have also categorised all other sites as 'alternative' sites or 
'unreasonable' sites.   

All members of the public are welcome to contribute to whether they agree with Breckland's 
decision on housing numbers and location.  The consultation period is open until 31st October 
and documents can be viewed at http://consult.breckland.gov.uk/portal/    

July 2016 

The Steering Group met on both the 4th and 25th July to consider policies for inclusion in the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  These will be split under the categories of Growth, Transport, 
Landscape and Environment, Economic, Community Facilities and Design.   

The Parish Council continues to attend meetings at Breckland Council to ensure that the 
village is kept up to date with Breckland Council's Local Plan.  Breckland Council's Cabinet will 
agree on the preferred sites and alternative sites for development in the village and then 
consult the public on these choices from Mid-September. 

The next Steering Group meeting has been arranged for 19th September at 7pm at Swanton 
Morley Village Hall.     
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June 2016 

The Steering Group agreed the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.  This technical 
document is a detailed analysis of Swanton Morley as a whole.  It is not site specific in relation 
to areas of proposed development.  Once agreed amendments to the document have been 
made, it will be sent to the statutory consultees (The Environment Agency, English Heritage 
and Natural England). 

April 2016 

The Steering Group met on 4th April.  At this meeting, the results of the public consultation 
held on 13th February were distributed. As there was a great deal of information in this 
document, it was agreed to make any decision on policies until the next meeting. A discussion 
occurred as to the effect of the proposed Housing and Planning Bill would have on the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and it was agreed that a significant attention to detail in aspects such 
as housing design would be required in the plan.  

March 2016 

The end of grant report for the grant received from Locality has been submitted.  £8,000 has 
been received for the Neighbourhood Plan project, with a further £1,000 being recently made 
available for application.   

February 2016 

The next community event was held on 13th February between 10am and 1pm at Swanton 
Morley Village Hall to gather evidence of what the planning policies of Swanton Morley's 
Neighbourhood Plan will be.   

Opinions were also be gathered on the emerging site allocations as part of Breckland Council's 
Local Plan. 

After this event there was a Steering Group meeting at 2pm.  At this meeting members 
discussed all the site allocations and fed back which ones they preferred for different land 
uses, such as housing, employment and green open space. 

January 2016 

The first Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was held on Wednesday 13th January at 7pm 
at the Village Hall. The vision for Swanton Morley's Neighbourhood Plan was agreed: 

Swanton Morley is, and will continue to be, a great place for our children to grow up and 
make their homes, with a real sense of community. 

To preserve and enhance the history, rural aspect, natural environment, attractive 
outlook, village atmosphere and unique natural beauty for all the community to enjoy, 

whilst embracing a prosperous and sustainable future as a place where people choose to 
live, work and visit’ 
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Nine further objectives were also agreed to help achieve the vision.  These are: 

a) Involve local people in an ongoing basis in the process of plan-making, monitoring and 
delivery of development. 
b) Protect the countryside and farmland surrounding our village; promoting green space, 
woodland and support nature conservation. 
c) Preserving the character of the village, including the spatial balance between the rural 
and built environment, historical assets, character and ethos whilst improving design based 
on local vernacular styles. 
d) To support new housing that meets the local needs, is affordable and made available to 
'Swanton Morley people’ first. 
e) To support a housing growth strategy tailored to the needs and context of Swanton 
Morley, where development is sensitive, in keeping whilst protecting and enriching the 
landscape and built setting. 
f) To promote the integration of new housing development into the social and physical 
fabric of the village. Ensuring infrastructure improvements are made to roads, sewage, 
healthcare, Broadband and mobile communications. 
g) Enhance the provision of, and protect, the existing small business, retail, light industrial 
and farming activities in and around our village. 
h) To develop and improve local community facilities and services (such as education, 
medical and recreation) for all age groups. 
i) Reduce the negative impact (speed, safety and volume) of traffic on all our roads and 
support enhanced public transport infrastructure. 

December 2015 

We have been successful in receiving a £4,000 grant from Breckland Council in support of 
our Neighbourhood Plan  

November 2015 

We will be holding the second public consultation workshop, this time to help set the Vision 
for Swanton Morley.  We welcome as many members of the public to drop in to see us 
between 10am and 1pm on Saturday 14th November at Swanton Morley Village Hall. 

October 2015 

All residents will have received the first edition of our Neighbourhood Plan Newsletter. All 
residents are invited to a drop-in session at Swanton Morley Village Hall on Saturday 17th 
October between10am & 1pm to feedback on what they like, dislike or would change about 
Swanton Morley.  We value your opinion so do pop down.  

We have been successful in our funding for £8,000 from the DCLG and have applied for a 
further £4,000 from Breckland District Council. 
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September 2015 

Funding is being applied for from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government.  We have applied for their maximum grant of £8,000 to support our 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

June 2015 

Breckland Council confirms that under delegated authority that the Neighbourhood Plan area 
as set out in our submission has been duly confirmed from 6th July.  No representations were 
received over the consultation period.   

May 2015 

Swanton Morley Parish Council has started the process of a Neighbourhood Plan.  It has 
submitted to Breckland Council the area which it wishes the Neighbourhood Plan to 
cover.  We have chosen the parish of Swanton Morley in its entirety.  Breckland Council will 
seek the opinions of the public on this area.  The documents can be viewed here: 

http://www.breckland.gov.uk/content/neighbourhood-plans 

The consultation will run for four weeks from 4th June 2015 until 4pm on 2nd July 2015.  

 

 

 

 


